Source of material: l,4-Bis(trifluoroacetoxymercurio)-2,5-difórf-butylbenzene was added to a solution of potassium iodide and iodine in water. The resulting suspension was stirred for 18h. The solution was filtered through a medium porosity glass frit and the filtrate was washed successively with saturated aqueous solutions of potassium iodide and sodium thiosulfate. The resulting solid was dissolved in dichloromethane and the dichloromethane solution was dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. Removal of the dichloromethane solvent, followed by recrystallization from diethyl ether afforded the title compound in 71% yield ref 1). The title compound crystallizes in the space group PI with two independent molecules occupying two independent inversion centers in the uiut cell. The location of the iodine atom and the feri-butyl group on vicinal carbon atoms has two consequences. The iodine atom, while being in the plane of the phenyl ring, is tilted away from the tórí-butyl group which results in inequivalent iodine-carbon-carbon angles ( 126.4(3)° and 112.5(3)°) . Secondly, the feri-butyl group is oriented in such a way that one methyl group is pointed away from the iodine and lies in the plane of the phenyl ring, while the other two methyl groups are closer to the iodine atom and located above and below the plane of the phenyl ring. 
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